GREAT    TRADE    ROUTE
of trees that align its streets. So, here, one is * . . just
anywhere in a large, easy city, quiet and able to think. . . .
And above all sure—for in that the patient New Yorker
is infallible—of something decent to eat when the thinking
is done.
§
You would not think that religious intolerance was a plant
of such tough growth. Yet the population of Edinburgh,
which one had thought to be, though Nordic, a civilized
city, is evidence against it. Not to mention Mr. Hitler.
A quelquechose, however, malheur est bon for, as I have pointed
out, but for religious intolerance you would not have had
the States of Maryland, North and South Carolina, Dela-
ware . . . and even Penn., which I could do without.
Or at any rate you would not have had them in their
present States. If the dominant populations of those States
had been Anglican by faith you would hardly have had
the Declaration, and almost certainly not the war, of Inde-
pendence. Indeed, I have heard it said that England lost
her colonies because the English officers, not knowing
the social prestige attaching to Nonconformity in the
South, asked the Anglican parsons* wives and not the wives
of the ministers to their dances and tea-fights. That is
quite possible. I can imagine British officers finding it
impossible to believe that Wesleyans or Presbyterians or
Baptists could belong even to the outskirts of the nobility
and gentry to which the minor clergy of the Church of
England are by courtesy attached. And, of course, if they
raised against them the ministers' wives they could have no
chance of success, since they would be invaders in a hostile
country, whereas if they could have secured the goodwill
of those ladies, the countryside would have been at least
neutral in Maryland, Delaware, North Carolina, and no
doubt Pennsylvania. About South Carolina I don't know.
The hornet State wanted a war, and, once engaged on it,
would probably want to keep it up. ... It would be
going too far into military technicalities to explain why it
is much more difficult to carry on a war when the civilian

